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MALANKARA NEWS  

Tenth Malankara Catholic Convention Synopsis 

The 10th Syro-Malankara Catholic Convention will be held on 

August 2 to 5, 2018, based on the theme "Young People, The 

Faith, and Vocation Discernment." The preparations for the Con-

ventions have entered the final stage under the guidance of Most 

Rev. Dr. Philipos Mar Stephanos, Bishop of the Eparchy, Rev. Fr. 

Augustine Mangalath, the General Convener, and Rt. Rev. Msgr. 

Peter Kochery, the Vicar General. The Pastoral Council and the 

various Convention committees are working behind the scenes to 

make this Convention a success.  

This landmark event will be attended by His Beatitude Moran 

Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Major Archbishop-Catholicos, 

along with Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Bishop of the Epar-

chy of Parassala, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Makarios, Bishop 

of Eparchy of Puttur, and Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, 

Bishop of the Major Archieparchial Curia and Apostolic Visitator 

to Europe & Oceania. The event will also be attended by Most 

Rev. Frank J. Caggiano, Bishop of Diocese of Bridgeport, Most 

Rev. Paul Patrick Chomnycky, OSBM, Bishop of Ukrainian 

Catholic Eparchy of Stamford, and Most Rev. Kurt Burnette, 

Bishop of the Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic, and Mr. 

Naveen Jain, Co-founder and Executive Chairman of Moon Ex-

press and CEO of Viome.  

The seminars of the Convention will be divided into five simulta-

neous sessions : Children 6 & Below, Children (7-10) led by Sr. 

Joan, Teens (11-14) led by Dr. Antone Raymundo, Young Adults 

(15-25) led by Bryan Mercier and Msgr. James McDonald, 
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Adults (English) led by Rev. Dr. Abraham Orapankal, and Adults 

(Malayalam) led by Rev. Dr. Roy Palatty, CMI. It is notable that 

this Convention, for the first time, will have a session for adults 

fully in English. The Convention will also feature entertainment 

programs, comedy hour, games, Bible Quiz, perpetual adoration, 

availability of Sacrament of Confession and counseling at all 

times, and meetings of various Eparchial Apostolates and Coun-

cils.  
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The tentative Convention schedule is given below. 

Thursday, August 2, 2018 
 

3:00 PM Registration Check In 
4:30 PM Social Hour 
5:25 PM Inauguration Meeting 

H.B. Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Ma-

jor Archbishop-Catholicos 

H.E. Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos, Bishop 

of St. Mary, Queen of Peace Syro-Malankara 

Eparchy in USA & Canada / Convention 

Chairman 

H.E. Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Bishop 

of Syro-Malankara Eparchy of Parassala 

H.E. Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Makarios, 

Bishop of Syro-Malankara Eparchy of Puttur 

H.E. Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, 

Bishop of the Major Archieparchial Curia / 

Apostolic Visitator to Europe & Oceania 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Peter Kochery, Vicar General of 

St. Mary, Queen of Peace Syro-Malankara 

Eparchy in USA & Canada / Convention Co-

Chairman 

Very Rev. Augustine Mangalath, Chancellor of 

St. Mary, Queen of Peace Syro-Malankara 

Eparchy in USA & Canada / Convention 

General Convener 

Mr. John P Varghese, Pastoral Council Secretary 

of St. Mary, Queen of Peace Syro-Malankara 

Eparchy in USA & Canada / Convention Co-

General Convener 

Mr. Joey Abraham, President of Malankara 

Catholic Youth Movement - North America 

(MCYM-NA) 

6:15 PM Evening Prayers 
6:30 PM Dinner 
7:30 PM Entertainment Program 
9:00 PM Comedy Hour 
10:00 PM Adoration/Rosary/Intercessory Prayers  
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11:59 PM Retire for Night 
 

Friday, August 3, 2018 
 

6:30 AM Breakfast 
8:00 AM Morning Prayers & Holy Qurbono 
9:30 AM Concurrent Seminars - Session I 

Children 6 & Below - Bible Stories & Activities 

Children (7-10) - "Necessity of Faith in Secular 

Age"; speaker Sr. Joan 

Teens (11-14) - "Necessity of Faith in Secular 

Age"; speaker Dr. Antone Raymundo 

Young Adults (15-25) - "Necessity of Faith in 

Secular Age"; speaker Mr. Bryan Mercier 

Adults (English) - "Practical Ways to Contribute 

& Empower the Youth in Faith"; speaker 

Rev. Dr. Abraham Orapankal 

Adults (Malayalam) - "Practicing Faith in the 

Family"; speaker Rev. Dr. Roy Palatty, CMI 

10:45 AM Break 
11:00 AM Concurrent Seminars - Session II 

Children 6 & Below - Bible Stories & Activities 

Children (7-10) - "Necessity of Faith in Secular 

Age"; speaker Sr. Joan 

Teens (11-14) - "Necessity of Faith in Secular 

Age"; speaker Dr. Antone Raymundo 

Young Adults (15-25) - "Necessity of Faith in 

Secular Age"; speaker Mr. Bryan Mercier 

Adults (English) - "Practical Ways to Contribute 

& Empower the Youth in Faith"; speaker 

Rev. Dr. Abraham Orapankal 

Adults (Malayalam) - "Practicing Faith in the 

Family"; speaker Rev. Dr. Roy Palatty, CMI 

12:15 PM Lunch 
1:30 PM Social Time / Games 
  Eparchy Pastoral Council Meeting / 
  Adoration/Rosary/Intercessory Prayers  
2:30 PM Clergy & Religious Meeting / 
  Biases Impacting Financial Decisions of Families; 
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Mr. Binu George, CFA  
3:30 PM Sunday School Teachers Meeting /  
  Internet & Family Safety; speaker Mr. John P. 

Varghese  
4:30 PM Break 
5:00 PM Motivational Encounter  
6:00 PM Evening Prayers & Gospel Reflection w/ Most Rev. 

Dr. Thomas Mar Eusebius 
6:45 PM Dinner 
8:00 PM MCYM & Sunday School Cultural Programs 
11:00 PM Youth Social Gathering 
11:59 PM Retire for Night 
 

Saturday, August 4, 2018 
 

6:30 AM Breakfast 
8:00 AM Morning Prayers & Holy Qurbono 
9:30 AM Concurrent Seminars - Session III 

Children 6 & Below - Bible Stories & Activities 

Children (7-10) - "Necessity of Faith in Secular 

Age"; speaker Sr. Joan 

Teens (11-14) - "Necessity of Faith in Secular 

Age"; speaker Dr. Antone Raymundo 

Young Adults (15-25) - "Religious and Priestly 

Vocation"; speaker Msgr. James McDonald 

Adults (English) - "Practical Ways to Contribute 

& Empower the Youth in Faith"; speaker 

Rev. Dr. Abraham Orapankal 

Adults (Malayalam) - "Practicing Faith in the 

Family"); speaker Rev. Dr. Roy Palatty, 

CMI 

10:45 AM Break 
11:00 AM Concurrent Seminar, Activity and Panel Discussion/

Q&A  
Children 6 & Below - Bible Stories & Activities 

Children (7-10) - Bible Orientation Camp; 

speaker Sr. Joan 

Teens (11-14) - "Necessity of Faith in Secular 

Age"; speaker Dr. Antone Raymundo 
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Ages 15+ - Panel Discussions; moderator Most 

Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Eusebius 

Topics: "Young People, the Faith, and Voca-

tional Discernment" & "New Generation: 

Faith Challenges & Choices" 

12:30 PM Lunch 
1:30 PM Team Bible Quiz 
  Adoration/Rosary/Intercessory Prayers  
3:30 PM Time with the Head of the Church - His Beatitude 

Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Major Archbishop-Catholicos 
4:30 PM Break 
4:45 PM Valedictory Function 

H.B. Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Ma-

jor Archbishop-Catholicos 

H.E. Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos, Bishop 

of St. Mary, Queen of Peace Syro-Malankara 

Eparchy in USA & Canada 

H.E. Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Bishop 

of Syro-Malankara Eparchy of Parassala 

H.E. Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Makarios, 

Bishop of Syro-Malankara Eparchy of Puttur 

H.E. Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, 

Bishop of the Major Archieparchial Curia / 

Apostolic Visitator to Europe & Oceania 

H.E. Most Rev. Frank J. Caggiano, Bishop of 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Bridgeport 

H.E. Most Rev. Paul Patrick Chomnycky, 

OSBM, Bishop of Ukrainian Catholic Epar-

chy of Stamford 

H.E. Most Rev. Kurt Burnette, Bishop of the 

Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Peter Kochery, Vicar General of 

St. Mary, Queen of Peace Syro-Malankara 

Eparchy in USA & Canada 

Very Rev. Augustine Mangalath, Chancellor of 

St. Mary, Queen of Peace Syro-Malankara 

Eparchy in USA & Canada 

Mr. John P Varghese, Pastoral Council Secretary 

of St. Mary, Queen of Peace Syro-Malankara 

Eparchy in USA & Canada 



Syro -Malankara Catholic Eparchy  

Queen of Peace 

 

 

10 

Ms. Sona Sankarathil, Vice President of Ma-

lankara Catholic Youth Movement - North 

America (MCYM-NA) 

6:00 PM Evening Prayers 
6:15 PM Formal Dinner / Recognition of Sponsors / Awards 
7:30 PM Parish Cultural Program 
10:30 PM MCYM-NA Meeting & Elections 
11:59 PM Retire for Night 
 

Sunday, August 5, 2018 
 

6:30 AM Breakfast 
8:00 AM Altar Servers Meeting 
8:30 AM Morning Prayers & Holy Qurbono 
11:00 AM Closing Ceremonies 
11:30 AM Concluding Blessing ("Sloosok Aman") 
11:35 AM Lunch 
1:00 PM Departure 
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FAMILY APOSTOLATE  

Marriage Preparation (Pre-Cana) Course Post-

poned 

The Marriage Preparation (Pre-Cana) Course that was to be 

held on July 7 and 8, 2018 has been postponed to be held on 

February 23-24, 2019.  The course, organized by the Depart-

ment of Family Apostolate, will feature various scholarly re-

source persons taking classes for the participants on the Theol-

ogy of the Sacrament of Matrimony, Family Psychology, Mar-

riage Communication and Family Relationship, Marriage 

Canon Laws, Family Spirituality, Theology of the Body, Mar-

riage Sexuality, and Stewardship and Family Budgeting. At the 

end of the course, certificates will be distributed to all the par-

ticipants. The course is being organized by Rev. Fr. Mathai 

Mannoorvadakkethil, Director of the Department of Family 

Apostolate in the Eparchy. Accommodations will be provided. 
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YOUTH APOSTOLATE  

MCYM -East Regional Retreat held from June 9-10 

MCYM East Board hosted the Regional Retreat on June 9-10, 

Saturday and Sunday at St. Mary's Syro-Malankara Catholic 

Church, Yonkers. Fr. Stephen Ries, a dynamic young Catholic 

priest from the Archdiocese of New York, was the main 

speaker along with Sr. Jocelyn Edathil, Fr. Michael Edathil, 

and Fr. Jerry Mathew.  

The retreat started off with activities and an enriching talk 

from Fr. Stephen Ries. Most Rev. Dr. Bishop Philipos Mar 

Stephanos came and spent the afternoon with the youth an-

swering their questions and praying with them. The lunch was 

followed by a Q&A session with Fr. Michael, Sr. Jocelyn, and 

Fr. Stephen. The youth brought up dozens of questions that 

covered a broad range of topics. The panel was able to com-

municate the answers effectively and the youth walked away 
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with a better understanding of our faith and morals. Sr. 

Jocelyn gave a talk on the roles of youth in the Malankara cul-

ture. Sr. Jocelynôs talk was followed by Adoration, Sacrament 

of Confession, and Holy Mass to bring the retreat to fruition. 

The retreat ended with dinner and entertainment. Some of the 

youth stayed back and participated in the Holy Qurbono the 

following day with the Yonkers parish. The retreat was suc-

cessful with nearly 40 youth in attendance. MCYM East 

Board, who organized the retreat, thank all those who came to 

the retreat and extends invitation to the next retreat. The Epar-

chy extends heartfelt gratitude to the board members for their 

dedication and hard work that led to a successful event.  
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PARISH NEWS 

The Cathedral Parish 

Ascension Day 

The Ascension Day was celebrated in Cathedral Parish on May 10, 

Thursday. The special service and the Holy Mass for the Ascen-

sion were celebrated by His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios 

Cleemis Catholicos. Rev. Fr. Nelson Valiyaveettil and Rev. Fr. 

Noby Ayyaneth were the concelebrants for the Feast of Asces-

sion services.  During the homily, Catholicos reminded the sig-

nificance of the Ascension which marked the return of Jesus 

into the Heavenly Glory.  

Motherôs Day Celebration 

Motherôs Day was celebrated on May 13, Sunday after the Holy 

Mass. Special prayers and Holy Mass were offered for our 

Mothers on Motherôs Day.  The Holy Mass was celebrated by 

Vicar Rev. Fr. Noby Ayyaneth.  Prayerful wishes and blessings 

were extended to all mothers by the Vicar.  Rev. Fr. Noby Ay-
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yaneth, during his mother day special message, reminded that a 

mother is the most lovable and adorable person and no love can 

exceed the love of a mother for her child. 

Motherôs Day celebration was organized by the fathers and 

MCYM of the Cathedral Parish. Special gifts were presented to 

all the mothers as a token of love by MCYM. 

Fatherôs Day Celebration 

 

Fatherôs Day was celebrated on , June 17, after the Holy Mass. 

Special prayers and Holy Mass were offered for our fathers on 

Fatherôs day. The Holy Mass was celebrated by the Rev. Fr. 

John Thundiyath, the Vicar General of Pathathnamthitta Dio-

cese, and Rev. Fr. Shaji Manikulam, the Vicar General of Gur-

gaon Diocese. During the message, Rev. Fr. John Thundiyath 

specified the role and duty of fathers and reminded Fatherôs 

Day is an occasion to make fathers feel special and make them 

realize their contribution in the whole family set up. Rev. Fr. 

Shaji Manikulam briefed the importance of educating and pray-

ing for the poor parishioners in the Gurgaon Diocese. 

Prayerful wishes and blessings were extended to all fathers by 

both Vicar Generals and the Vicar Rev. Fr. Noby Ayyaneth.  

Fatherôs Day celebration was organized by the Mothersô Forum 

and the MCYM of Cathedral Parish. Special gifts were pre-

sented to fathers as a token of love by MCYM. 

Pentecost Celebration  

Pentecost day celebration was held on May 20, Sunday. The 

Holy Mass and the special service for Pentecost were con-

ducted by Rev. Fr. Nelson Valiyaveettil and the Vicar Rev. Fr. 

Noby Ayyaneth. 
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Visiting Clergies  

Former Bishop of the Syro Malankara Catholic Eparchy of 

USA, Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Eusebius visited the Cathe-

dral Parish in the month of May. 

Rev. Fr. Nelson Valiyaveettil, the vicar of St. John Paul 2nd Ma-

lankara Catholic Church, Mannanthala, Trivandrum, also vis-

ited and celebrated the Holy Mass in the Cathedral Parish on 

May 10 and May 20. 

MCYM  

Several MCYM members participated in the Eastern Regional 

Retreat held at Yonkers on June 7, 8, 9.  The sincere and active 

participation of all MCYM members in various church activi-

ties are greatly appreciated.   

 

Calgary 

On June 2nd, after the Holy 

Mass, there was a parish commu-

nity gathering to honor Rev. Fr. 

Jaroslaw ñYarekò (Senior Pastor, 

St. Joseph's Parish, Calgary) on 

the blessed occasion of the 25th 

anniversary of his priestly ordi-

nation. Rev Fr. John Kuriakose, 

Vicar of St. Jude Syro-

Malankara Catholic parish pre-

sented him a memento plaque on 


